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STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
MAY 9. 2005 INTERVIEW 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the courtesy of a personal interview that took place on 
9 May, 2005 between Applicants' Attorneys, Giulio DeConti and Megan Williams; and 
Examiners T. Brown and U. Winkler and Supervisory Examiner J. Housel. 

In the interview the procedural history of the application was reviewed briefly. 

Proposed amendments to the claims were also discussed. Applicants' attorneys presented 
evidence (including BLAST searches submitted with one of the priority applications) that claims 
to detecting polypeptides comprising alternate reading frame amino acid sequences from the core 
region of any HCV isolate were adequately described in the application. 

In the interview the art cited in the Office Action dated January 14, 2005, Feucht et al., 
Lo et al. 1995, and Xu et al. 2001 was also discussed. Applicants' attorneys presented evidence 
that the proteins in the references cited by the Examiner are different from those in the pending 
claims. 
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It was discussed that a claim to detecting polypeptides comprising alternate reading frame 
amino acid sequences from the core region (shown in SEQ ID NO:l) using antibodies may be 
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allowable. 
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7400. 
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